






































CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

By law, the CAAPB is required to submit a program for capital improvements and site development as a part of its
Biennial Report to the Governor and Legislature. The following list focuses on improving accessibility, safety, and
security in the Capitol Complex, and stabilization of the Capitol Building. The following are cost estimates for
proposed work to be requested in the next biennium:

Relighting Capitol Building and Entrances $ 3,400,000
Comprehensive Sign Program $ 1,200,000
Interior, exterior, and tunnel system
Capitol Building Interior Restoration Predesign $ 300,000
Redevelopment of Aurora $ 400,000
Predesign of new State Office Building and Parking Ramp $ 350,000
(North of Capitol per 1993 Strategic Plan)
Restoration of East Wing Hearing Rooms $ 1,200,000

(Rooms 123 and 125)

2005

In 1995 the Department of Administration, the Minnesota Historical Society, and the Capitol Area Architectural
and Planning Board developed an internal plan to restore the Capitol for its centennial celebration in 2005. This
group also identified a need to look beyond 2005 as to how the Capitol will function in the next 100 years. The
type and amount of work performed to get the Capitol in shape for 2005 will depend upon how the Capitol is used
in the future, whether the use is essentially as it is now, or whether other alternatives are pursued.

The 1996 and 1998 Legislatures appropriated funds for the Capitol terraces, the renovation of the dome and lantern,
and the renovation of the cafeteria, thus meeting some goals of the plan. The next goal is a phased restoration of
the Capitol interior, including all historic materials, modernization of all systems, and consideration of the phased
restoration plan on current building occupants and relocation needs.

1t is important for the Legislature to participate in the long-term strategic plan to identify the long-term use of the
Capitol, to understand the shortcomings of the Capitol as it exists, to develop an orderly approach to solving serious
Capitol deficiencies, and to appropriately restore the Capitol by the year 2005.

In the fall of 1997, in preparation for the Centennial anniversary of the Capitol, the CAAPB brought together a wide
range of people and institutions with interests in the life and work of the architect Cass Gilbert, the designer of
Minnesota's State Capitol. The meeting was prompted by rising scholarship on the subject of Gilbert's work, and the
commitment by the US Supreme Court, The Second Judicial Circuit NYC, The New York Historical Society, and the
Smithsonian Institution to produce a coordinated series of Cass Gilbert publications, events, and exhibitions
beginning in 1998.

The CAAPB, having participated in Cass Gilbert symposiums in New York City in 1997 and 1998, is most interested
in maintaining a presence in this outstanding project developing on the east coast. The Minnesota State Capitol is
recognized nationally as one of Gilbert's most significant buildings. A strong presence and interest in Gilbert's work
in Minnesota is gaining momentum, and in the fall of 1998, the Cass Gilbert Society was founded in Saint Paul.
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"Minnesotans deserve to be proud of their state capitol, which has throughout
this century been considered one of the nation's finest. They should be proud
too that during the past decade alert citizens and concerned officials have
worked together to preserve this outstanding historical monument."

— The Minnesota Legislative Manual, 1973-1974
(Saint Paul: State of Minnesota, 1973)



